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1 Fluxes and fluctuations for individual flight legs

The following figures show plots of the following parameters (top to bottom) for each flight leg of the Big Triangle pattern:

Parameter Explanation

clouds Cloud indicator

rain Rain indicator

uair, vair Horizontal wind components

q Specific humidity

q’ Fluctuations of specific humidity

th Potential temperature

th’ Fluctuations of potential temperature

w’ Fluctuations of vertical wind component

ñ L w’ q’ “Instantaneous flux” of latent heat

ñ cp w’ th’ “Instantaneous flux” of sensible heat

H, E Running averages of sensible and latent heat flux, averaged over
300 seconds (approximately 20km)

zRAD Aircraft flying altitude in meters above land or water from radar
altimeter

SST Sea surface temperature from Heimann KT15
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